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Sleigh Bells Ring - Are You Listening?

Ah —this is such a wonderful time of year. Many of us celebrate the holidays with
friends and family. We fill our tummies with turkey and cranberry sauce. The spirit of
giving is everywhere. We are conscious of the need to give more to the food banks,
provide presents for children who live in poverty, and we become thankful for all that
we have.

Yes, Rotarians hear the sleigh bells ringing, but more importantly, we listen, we see,
we speak out, we touch — we give 12 months a year. Rotarians don't just give because
of a magic date on the calendar that comes around every 365 days. We give year
round because suffering knows no calendar.

Rotary gives us the power to make a difference and it doesn’t matter how small the
club is. In this issue you will read about how the small club of Ausable Forks and how
they brought dinners to the needy with food that was leftover from a Christmas party.
They celebrated Christmas, but never lost sight of their neighbours.

Look at the small Rotary Club of Champlain-Rouses Point building a pavilion. No
matter how small, we give.

As governor, | have been so fortunate to see Rotarians, Rotaractors, and Interacters
at work in Ontario, New York and Quebec and it humbles me to realize the
tremendous kindness and dedication that exists in our family of Rotary.

A Special Note from the Rotary Club of Ausable Forks, NY — 11 members

We had our Christmas party catered on Dec.20 th and from what we had left over, PE
Linda Dubay and Myself as Party Coordinator made up 12 dinners and delivered them
around the area to less fortunate families to enjoy. They were more than pleased with them. 1t
turned out to be a very pleasant event for all of us.

Yours in Rotary,
Shirley Thomas
Acting Sec. & Treas.




